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There have been times when | have shook my head in disbelief as | have read passages from the Bible of incidents where the 1 2
people of Israel have walked away from the Lord to follow after other gods. In Isaiah 1 God levels this charge against His Pray for
people: "Children have I reared and brought up, but they have rebelled against Me. The ox knows its owner and the donkey its Co-workers, Pray that the Church will

master's crib, but Israel does not know, My people do not understand (vv2-3)." What a testimony against the people of Israel!
Even beasts of burden, as stubborn as a donkey, know who their benefactor is. But Israel was so easily seduced by the nations
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Over the years | have learned that before | get too hard on Israel, | need to look at my own situation. Any nation that is blessed by the Lord seems to have a
tendency to walk away from its benefactor. Even here in America, where we have been blessed beyond measure--where we have declared ourselves to be
one nation under God--we have slowly turned away from the Lord, who is our benefactor. We have looked elsewhere for our hope and strength. Psalm
118:8-9 is still true today: "It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in man. It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in [government]."
We need to honor our mothers because they (most of them at least) poured their lives into us. We need to honor those who paid for our freedom because of
their ultimate sacrifice. But for the National Day of Prayer, we need to return to our true Benefactor as one nation under God.
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